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knowledge of both French and German, he was a fund of infor¬ 
mation to his friends and the most charming companion, a good 
conversationalist, and no mean “ raconteur.” The most unassum¬ 
ing of men and lacking his father’s ambition, his great abilities 
were reserved for his official duties and for those who knew him, 
or whom he could benefit by them. 

Educated first at a school at Epsom, Surrey, he went to Paris, 
where he studied for the medical profession in the French 
University. While in Paris he was offered a commission in the 
Commissariat Department of the British army. Having no 
predilection for the medical profession, he readily accepted it, and 
was sent to the Cape of Good Hope, where he served on the 
frontier. From the Cape he went to New Zealand and took part 
in the first Maori war, receiving the medal. He married at 
Auckland, New Zealand, in 1841, and returned home some years 
later. He served in Ireland, and then for many years in the 
West Indies and Honduras, and, during his last appointment at 
Barbados in the sixties, was head of his department in the 
Windward and Leeward Islands. He again served in Ireland 
during the Fenian troubles of 1865 and 1866, and he retired on 
a pension after thirty years’ service, in 1868. After his retire¬ 
ment from the army Commissary-General Gardner occupied his 
leisure in literary and scientific pursuits, and was never happier 
than when he was engaged in preparing for and delivering to 
juvenile audiences lectures on astronomy and physics. He com¬ 
piled and printed for private circulation a text-book on elemen¬ 
tary astronomy. Both mentally and physically he was in full 
activity when he was suddenly called away without illness on the 
14th of January 1902, in his eighty-fourth year. He was elected 
a Fellow of the Society on the 8th of February 1895. By his first 
wife, Mary Macintosh, who died in 1870, he had two children, 
who both survive—William George Gardner, of Hove, Sussex, 
and Mary Ann, married to Colonel It. H. Vetch, C.B., B.E. 
His second wife, Emily D. Clarke, is also living. 


[For the above particulars the Council is indebted to Colonel 
It. H. Vetch.] 


The Bev. Thos. Wiltshire, M.A., D.Sc., &c., was born in 
London on the 21st of April 1826, and was through his mother 
a descendant of the ancient family of Pomeroy of Berry Pomeroy, 
in Devonshire. As he was a delicate child he was never sent to 
school, but educated by a tutor at home until he was of an age to 
attend King’s College, whence in due course he proceeded to 
Trinity College, Cambridge, where in 1850 he graduated as 
Senior Optime. He was ordained deacon in the same year by 
the Bishop of Itochester, and subsequently priest by the Bishop of 
London in 1853. He held his first curacy at Biddings, in Derby¬ 
shire. Being prohibited by his medical attendant from living in 
a climate obviously unsuited to him, he came to London, and for 
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some years resided at Brompton. He then did occasional Sunday 
duty at various churches, and ultimately Dr. Kynaston, the 
Rector of St. Nicholas Cole Abbey, gave him the Rectory House 
(afterwards demolished in making Queen Victoria Street) on 
condition that he would look after the parish generally. Thus 
for some years he lived in the very heart of the City of London. 
Another civic appointment he obtained in the shape of the 
Evening Lectureship at St. Clement’s, Eastcheap. This dies 
with him. From his youth he took a keen and abiding interest 
in geology, and joined the staff of King’s College as Lecturer in 
Geologyin 1872. In 1881 he was appointed Assistant Professor, 
and was Professor from 1890 to 1897. He sat for many years 
on the Council of the Geological Society, of which until quite 
recently he was Treasurer. He was for many years, too, Honorary 
Secretary to the Palseontographical and Ray Societies, the 
members of which united in 1890 in presenting him with his 
portrait and a testimonial. This portrait now hangs in the 
“Wiltshire” collection of fossils in the Woodwardian Museum 
at Cambridge, to which he was a benefactor, having presented 
his old University with his splendid collection of fossils, and 
founded a “ Wiltshire ” prize for proficiency in geology and 
mineralogy. In recognition of this the honorary degree of D.Sc. 
was conferred on him on April 27, 1899. He was a member 
of the Clothworkers’ Company, and at one time Master, an 
office held by Samuel Pepys in the reign of Charles the Second, 
and by Lord Kelvin quite recently. In this connection he also 
founded prizes in the Company’s Grammar School at Sutton 
Valence, in Kent. He was also on the Executive Committee 
of the City and Guilds of London Institute, and on the Council 
of the Yorkshire College, King’s College, &c., and was a member 
of the Athenaeum Club. His interest in astronomy was purely 
in its mathematical aspect, as at no time was he ever a practical 
observer. It is some years since he attended any of our meetings. 
On the night of the 26th of October last he went up to London 
from his residence at Blackheath, and preaohed his usual sermon 
as evening lecturer at St. Clement’s, Eastcheap, returning appa¬ 
rently in perfect health, but early the next morning died in his 
sleep, without a struggle, from heart failure. He was elected a 
Fellow of this Society on the 9th of March i860. 

Marie Alfred Cornu was born on the 6th of March 1841 at 
Ch&teauneuf, near Orleans. 

He was sent to the Lycee at Orleans, and in i860 entered 
the ^cole Polytechnique, and two years later the !&cole des 
Mines. He finished his course here in 1866, and the next year, 
at the age of 26, he was chosen as Professor of Physics at the 
^cole Poly technique. 

His earliest researches, communicated to the Academie 
des Sciences in 1863-65, were on “The Reflection of Light at 
Metallic Surfaces” and kindred subjects. Soon after this he 
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